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Bevis of Southampton. 


CHAP. 1. 


Of the Birth of Bevis, and of the Death of his Father. 


Renowned Knight, whoſe Name was Sir Guy, the Earl 
of Southampton, whoſe Deeds did exed all the Ualiznt 
Knights in this Kingdom; who thirſting akter Fame be⸗ 
tok himſelf co Travel: And firlt he ſailed into France, 
Flanders, Almain, Brabant, Sicily, Denmark, Calice, Gaſcoine, 
Hungaria, Spain, Eſtland, Norway, Picardy, Scotland, Lum- 
bardy, Wales All theſe Parts he travelled in his Youth, any 
Conquered all his Dppoſers with his unmaffter'd frength, and 
Uicozious hand, fighting under the Banner of Thin, agaift all 
Wichfſtanders whatſoever they were, Thus (pending the beſt part 
of his ſtrength fo2 the Glozy of Thzilt, and the honour of his Conn⸗ 


try, he then returned into England again: King Edgar hearing 
A 4 that 


1 A the Reign of Edgar, King of England, there was a moſt 
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that Sir Guy was returned, ſent a Melleger koz him pꝛeſently to 
do him honour fo: the valiant Deeds! that he had done: Sir Guy 
with all ſpeed rode to the Bing. by whom he was Royally enter tain⸗ 
ep, and all his Nobles ; andakter gꝛeat Feaſting, the Ring, acco2d- 
ing to Sir Guy's deſert, made Lim Pigh Steward of England: 
then Sir Guy would betake him to a Wife, and the King of Scot - 
land hab ing a fair Daughter, Sir Guy made ſuit unto her: but 
the Emper9;s bzother of Almain was a Suitoz unto her likewiſe, 
and the loved Sir Murdure better then ſhe lov:d Sir Guy ; but 
the King her Father knowing Sir Guy to be a moſt Noble Peer 
of England, he gave his Daughter to him in Marriage: vet ill 
the affected Murdure beſt; but Guy not knowing her hatred to him, 
retured with great Pomp into England, with his deceitful Lady. 
Not long after this he had a Son by her, and they name him Be- 
vis: At the Birth of his Child was exceeding Joy and Triumph, 
witz many Sanquectings; Then Sir Guy was confident. his 
Ladies Heart was firmly link'd to his, with the never-breaking 
Bands of Love; but he god Unight, was much deceived; fo2 the 
(like Janus) boze a double kate, one koꝛ Sir Guy, whioh frowned, but 
the other, which was fo: Sir Murdure, ſmiled;fo2 his Wife percef- 
ving he was old, betok her ſelf to love Sir Murdure, and called a 
Servant to her, whom. ſhe might well truſt, and ſaid; Thou muſt 
fail into Almain with ſpeed, and keep my ſecrets, and ſay unto 
Sir Murdure the Emperors Brother, that I greet him kindly, 
and that I do deſire him to provide a great company of Knights 
and Gentlemen to come along with dim into England, with all 
ſpeed, and meet my Husband, which is hateful to me to look 
on, and tell him, that I will ſend Sir 6 into my Forreſt, pur- 
poſely to be ſlain by Sir Murdure; and then tel) him J am his: 
Bid him perform this and live with me ; the time he ſhall meet 
Sir Cy, ſhall be on the firſt of May. The Meſlage being deli⸗ 
vered, Sir Murdure was ceſolved to perkozm what che command- 
ed; ſoon the firſt of May the keigned her ſelf very ſick and weak, 
andcaled fo her Hughand, and ſaid unto him, That ſhe would 
deſire him to go into the Fo2reſt, and lay a wild Bea(t koz her to 
ear. This worthy Unight not thinking of her Treachcry, rok a 
Steed, girt a ©w02d about him, and with a Spear in his _ 

rode 
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rode to the Foꝛreſt withſped: By this time Sir Murdure and 
his Company was entred the Fozreſt, who mæting Sir Guy, ſald, 
Traytor, for the love I bear to thy Lady, thou fhalt quickly loſe 
thy life, and after this, Vie ſlay thy Son; for why, thy Wife 
belongs to me. With that Sir Guy ſet Spurs to [is Hozte, 
and rode with ſuch violence againſt this Murdure, that he thꝛew 
him out of his Saddle. Then Sir Murdure thinking he Gould 
have been lain, cryed out to his followers, who came pꝛeſently 
and let upon Six Guy, and (woe he Gould loſe his Life: Then 
Sir Guy defired but to fight with Sir Murdure hand ſo hand, 
and then if he loſt his Life, he would fo2give them all; but they 
would not grant his requeſt, but flew him pzeſently, and cut off 
his head, and ſent it to his Lady; who received ir joyfully,; and 
gave the Meſſenger a great Reward: this Treachery being ac- 
complied, Sir Murdure made haſt unto the Callle of Sir Guy; 
and there was Royally received of Sir Guy's Wife : where fo2 
a while J leave them to their pleaſures, and now come to {feak. of. 


poung Bevis, 
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CHAP..IL. 


How Bevis kept Sheep; and how he went to his Fathers houſe; . 
and flew the Porter of the Gate, and many other things that 


happened. | 


[DD Evis hearing how baſely his Father was killed, ran to his 

Mocher, and vowed if ever he came to Age, that he would 
be revenged on her, and on that baſe Traytsz, Sir Murdure. 
Wirh that his Mother gave her Son a box on the ear, which fell'y . 
po Bevis to the ground: Sir Sabere, being B1other to Sir Guy, 
was very ſoꝛrowkul fo the death of his Bꝛother: and keeing his 
Nephew (o miſuſed, catch'd him up in his Arms, and carried 
him away: his Mother ſent pꝛelently akter Sir Sabere, pꝛivately 


to murder her Son Bevis: Sir Sabere laid he would, + dzeſt Bevis 
| in. 
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in old Cloaths, and ſent to keep his Sheep: ſo Bevis went to the 
top of a Bill near his Fathers Taſtle, where higUncles Sheep were, 
In the mean time Sir Sabere killed a Pig, and dipt the Garments 
de the Child in the blood thereof; pw2 Bevis all this while ſat wep⸗ 
ing upon the Hill, but hearing Trumpets ſounding at his Fathers 
Caſtle, and much Melody, foz joy that his Mother had obtained her 
deſire, Bevis caſt off care of keeping Sheep, & ran with his Shep⸗ 
herds Crook on his Shoulder to the Caſtel, and knocking at the 
Gate, the Pozter denied him entrance: Mith that young Bevis 
with his Cvok, gave him ſuch a bang on the Crown, which kell'd 
the Potter to the earth; theu into the Pall he went, where Sir 
Murdure ſat at Table with his Mother, and many Knights any 
Ladies (though all in Rags, he ſpewed them of what houſe he came 
on and with a violent blow truck Sir Murdure under the Ta- 
ble, and (woꝛe if it had not been againſt Nature, he would ſend his 
Mother alter his own Father, With that all the Knights in the 
Pall ſought to lay hands on him; but Bevis fo2c*d his way thꝛough 
the m dt of them, and got clear away: Sir Sabere mæting Bevis 
running from the Caſtle, ſaid, Where haſt thou been > Bevis an- 
wered,at my Fathers Caſtle, where I flew the Poꝛter of the Gate 
and Knockt my Father under the Table, and was about to kill my 
mother, but that Nature taught me the contrary; Alas, ſaid his 
Uncle, thon haſt betrayed us both, yet once moze will A ſave thee. 
The mother of Bevis (like a woman diſtzacted of he2 wits) came 
running to her Bꝛother in gꝛeat haf, and laid; What ? haſt thou 
not flain that poung Uitain ? Madam, quoth he, he is dead: Mil⸗ 
lain, ſaidſhe, thou yet: Ik thou dock not make him away the 
ſooner, it ſhall coſt thy life and his both: Madam, ſaid He, behold 
bis Cloaths dipped in blod: Bevis hearing her ſpeeches, ſtept out 
of the Chamber, and was ready to tear hor in pieces, but the 
eſcaped out of his hands by the help of her Bother : then the en⸗ 
treated Dir Sabere and another Knight to caff Bevis into the 
— dzown him, which they did conſent unto, to paciũe her 
vo}ary, | 


CH AP, 
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C HA p. III 


How Bevis was ſold unto the Parims, and carried over the Sea 
into Armory, and preſented to King Ermine. 


ND going ts the Sea-fide, they mel with Merchants of Ar- 
mony, Sir Sabere ſold Bevis to them: the Merchants ſoon 
azriven in Armony, and then pzeſented B2vis to the King; the 
King gabe them many thanks, and ſwoze by his Fod Mahound, 
he never ſaw ſuch a ſweet-fac'd Boy in all his like: Then the King 
asked him where he was bozn - In England, ſaid Bevis ; Whole 
Son walt thou there? laid the King: Sir Guys of Southampton 
quoth Bevis: J have heard much talk of thy Father (ſaid the 
King) and by Repozt he was a taliant Knight as ever pet 
dꝛew Swo2d ; J have but one fair Daughter ſaid the King) any 
ik chou wilt fozfake thy God, and ſerve Apoline eur god, theu 
ſhalt have my Daughter to Wife, and enjoy my Uingdom after * 
me. Mot ſo, my Lozd, ſaid Bevis, fo) all the Beauties in tbe 
Wold J would not deny my Treatoz. Then laid the King, wilt 
thou be mp Chawþerlain ? and when J find, thy deſert, I'le dub 
thee a Knight, and thou ſhalt bear my Standaꝛd in the Fieln 
againſt my Foes : Chat you pleaſe to command me, my Lo 
ſaid he, ſave denying ok my Gov, J will do. Bevis wag fo be- 
loved of the King, tha none Durft ſpeak againſt him; Nav, J oſian 
the Kings Daughter was in lore with him. As it chanced on 
Thyiftmag-day Bevis rode into the Field to recrea'e Himſelf, and -- 
meeting witb thꝛeeltcoze Sarazens, oneof them asked-him what day 
it was - Bevis anſwered, J know not; fo2 J was not even 
years old when J came out ot᷑ mp ownCountry:Then ſaid the Sara: -- 
Zens, upon this day thy God was born, and wilt cou not honouz 
thy God on his Birthday Pes, laid Bevis, if J was as well 
armed as my Father was, pou ſhould know that J weuld honouz 
this day better than e ver you honoured your god Apohpe: Mich 
that they all run upon him, thinking to kill him p!eſenily : but 
Be vis habing no Weapon, got one of their Swozds away, and 
with the ſame made their Stedgs to run home without their Ri- - 

der g; for he flew and waunded all the Sarazens, The King hear-- 
| | ing 
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ing what Bevis had done againſt his god Apoline, ſwoze he Gould 
dye; chen Joſian down on her nes, and deſired her Father that 
Bevis might live, which the King granted: then ſoſian went to 
Bevis and kiſſed him, and dreſſed his Wounds, and then bought 
him to the KinS her Father; who, when he ſaw ZBevis ſo wounded, 
the Tears ran down his Cheeks, and then he pꝛayed Joſian to do 
the beſt ſpe could to cure his Woiwnds, which the per fozmedin a 
little (pace; ſo Bevis grew as ſound as ever he was. 
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KK. IV. 


How Bevis one morning ſlea mighty wild Boar in the 
Forreſt. 


V V Ithin that Country there was a great Fozref, and within 

the lame there wasa mighty wild 186ar, that devoured 
Man, Woman, and Child; Beris hearing of him, one Mozning 
early he ſaddled his Sted, and tok a good Swozd by his fide, and 
rode to the Foreſt, go try a Combat with his wild Boar; and ri⸗ 
ding to and fro, it was his luck to fiad the Cave where this wild 
Boar was, and as he tyed his Sted to a Tree, out came the 


Boar, and ſo aſlailed Bevis, that he was kain to ſhzink back: then 


Bevis recovering ground, made at him with a Spear, and bur{t 
it all in pieces ; then gut he dꝛew his Sword, and laid many a hea⸗ 
by blow upon the Boars Bꝛiſtles, but could not make any entrance 
into the fleſh; & at laſt by good fo:tune the Boar came at him with 
an open mouth, and Bevis having that advantage, with one violent 
blow cut his upper Jaw alunder: at which the Boar gave ſuch a 
erp, as would have'frighted a thouſand men, had they been in the 
hearing of it: then into his thzoat Bevis thꝛuſt his Swoꝛd ano kil- 
led him outright, and with much ado tut off his Head, and ſtuck 
it upon the Truncheon of his ſpear, and ſo mounted himtelf upon 
his Steed, and as he was riding homewards, twelve Foe ters 
ſet upon him to take the Boars head away, that they mtght get 

the Honour which Bevis had ventured his life fo:: And indeed 
Bevis was unpꝛsbided; foz he (with very joy that he had flain 


the Boar) left his Swo2d behind him, but pet he made a ney 
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ſhikt with them, fo2 he killed nine of them, and the other thꝛe ran 
away: and then Bevis had free way to ride to the Court without 
any hindꝛante. There was many ſpectato:s to behold Bevis wilhthe 
Boars-head, ambng which company was fair oſian beholding 
Bevis with great joy: and Bevis (ging Joſian ſmile, began to ride 
Majeſtitally towards her, and entred the Court, fair Johan. bed 
him welcome, and bzought him to the King; fo when Bevis pꝛe- 
ſented the Boars:head, the King received it, and gave Pevis many 
thanks, and Cwoze by Apoline, foz laying the Boar he u ould do 
him great Lonour. i 
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CHAF V. 
How Bevis was mide a Knight, and a General of Twenty Thou- 
ſind Men, to go againſt Brandmond, 


Bcut this time King 2: andamond ſent an Ambaſlad z ts 
king Ermine, to have fair Joſian to his wife o; elſe he would 
beat him out of his Country: Then Erwine allſembled all his 
Lo92ds and Barons together to advice what to do:ſome ſaid-it was 
better to let Joſian go, rather than to hazard the loſs of his Crown 
and Ning dom: Joſian knowing their reſolution ſpoke to her Fa- 
ther in this manner: Fathercſaid che) ik you will be pleaſed to make 
Bevis Eeneral over an Hoſt of men; he would maintain your right 
and conquer your Foes. The King hearing of his daughters wozds 
ſent foʒ Bevis and dubb d him a Knight, and choſe out twenty thouy 
land men to go under Sir Bevis's Command: then Joſtan fitted on 
his Frmour, & gave him a Vwozd called Morglay; then ſhe brought 
him a Steed called Arundel; ſo Sir Bevis being mounted, Jolian 
viewed him well, and (nrfled at him, and Bevis ſmile? on her again; 
and then ſaluting her, away he rode with all his Hot again 
Brandmo:.d ànꝭ his Hoff : Brandmond ſeeing Bevis's Army ts 
be no moze, laughed at them; Doſt thou laugh, ſaid Bevis ? Je 
make the curſe the time that eber thou camef hither ; then ſetting 
his Golden Spurs to his Steed, he ran ful dzive ar Brandmons, 
that Brandmond thought —_ ould have dyed at that hotir,gnkt 
xiv 
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ſeeing Radiſon was ain, his heart began to kaint: The Armies 
both did fight couragiouſly, and many men were loft on both ideg: 
then Brandmond tok two of Bevis'g Knights ÞP:iſonecs : but 
Bevis met with them, andfelled Brandmond to the ground, {292te 
and all, and took him Pꝛiſoner: O fir, ſaid Bevis, J'ke have you 
to Joſian : ſave my Life, tryed Brandmord, andlave me whither 
thou wilt: fo Bevis returned with great Uickozy, andwas Roy- 
ally entertained of the King; and then Joſian hꝛoke her mind to 
Bevis ; quoth ſhe, by Mahound, J ds defire to be thy Love; Not 
ſo Lady, ſaid Bevis, Ale wed no Heathencſs ; Which words the 
took very ſconfully ; Bevis, perceiving her anger, ſafd, Lady adieu, 
fo J ſhall never ce you again; and ſo he left her, and went to his 
Chamber; then Joſians heart began to thzob, and what to do the 
knew not; at laſt ſhe ſent two Knights unto him, to defire him to 
come unto her, but Bevis would not? £len the went her ſelf, and 
ſaid, My Lo:d,A would entreat you not ts leave me now, but grant 
me that I ſhall be thy Wife, and J'le do whatſoever thou wilt 
have me to do; Fe fo:ſake my Gods, andturn a Chꝛiſtian fo? your 
ſake, Sir Knight, oz any thing elle that will pleaſe you. At 
theſe wozdg Sir Bevis's heart began to melt, and being over- 
joyed, he tok her in his Arms and killed her: The two Knights 
thar Bevis redeemed krom Brandmond, hearing what woꝛts paſſed - 
between Bevis and Joſian, told to the King, which made him 
mad with Bevis; ſo ts bing Bevis to his end, the King wꝛote 
Letters to Brandmond, to put Bevis to death, who was the bearer 
of the Letters. Where J will leave him, and ſpeale a little of Bevis's- 
Uncle, Sir dabere, who was much grieved koz Bevis, and ſent his 
Son Terry in ſearch koꝛ him; who travelled many Þeathen Lands 
yet could not find out Bevis; but he ſwoze never to lee England 
again, if he ſound him not. 


CHAP: 


Sir Beves of Southampton, 
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1 | 
How Bevis went on his Journey with Letters from King Ermne 
to King Brandmond, which concerned his own life, and how 
he fought with the Sarazens in Dames, and now he pull'd 
down the Idols, and how they pur him in Priſon, and what 
after befell. 


Hen tol Bevis his Letters, and poſted away towards the 

the Land of Pavy, and has he rode, he ſaw a Palmer, to whom 
he ſaid, Mhat Country- nan are you, god Palmer - J am an 
Englich⸗man, ſaid the Palmer, and J ſeck koz one J cannot find : 
what fs his ame, ſaid Bevis - His name is Bevis Lid the Pal⸗ 
mer, my Fathers Bzothers Son - J hate leard of his Rame, qv. 
he, put J do not know him: J would J could find him ſaid the 
Palmer; He is about theſe Countries, lad he; So after ſome 
diſcourſe, they parted ; foz Bevis, would not make himſclf known, 
but away rode he to Damas City, where the King did live, which 
was a moft lately place: & entring into the ſtreets, the Be thens 
were ſacrificing to their Gods, which was odious fo2 him to behold: 
What Devil do you ſerve here, ſaid Bevis ? and ran to the God 
Mahound, and pulled him down from the Altar, and thiew him 
ints the Channel: Then all the Saxazens ſought with Bevis, but 
he plaid his part Cs valiantly, that he made the ſtreets to run down 
wichblod ; foz He laid about him lo faſt, that there wvs full two 
hundzed Sarazens killed thot bout: then ſome went to the King 
and told him all that was befell to the God Mat ound, and how 
many were killed: the King all in a rage, łwoze by Mahound, 
Apoline, and Terganant, he ſhould dye ko; his bold attempt, and 
as the Ring was going to ſee what he ſthould be that had done this 
Outrage, Bevis met him at the Gate of his Wallace, and ſee ng 
the King, kell down on his knees, and delivered his mellage: The 
King took the Letters, and did read them, and they pꝛobed Treaſon 
againff paso; Bevis; to this effect they were; That King Prad. 
mond ſhould put Bevis to death: Thus Ermine berraved him that 
befs2e had kept him from deſtrug ion: Bevis ſ@ing what he muſt 
truſt to, with manly courage 2 to make another great Laughs 
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ter among them, four oꝛ five at every dlow he bzought to the ground 
he truck ſuch heaVyſtrockes.that his S woꝛd bzoke, and afrer with 
bis Fifts bꝛought to the ground irty Sarazens moze: at lift che 
multitude overcome hm, xbound his hands that he could not ſtir : 
Alas, (atd Bevis, let me not dye a Dogs death bur give me an hozſe 
and armour, r a god word, and J will gght againſt an hundzed 
thouſand of you, lo J dye fairly in the fleld, J care not:but all cryed 
out againſt him, and ſaid, hang him others ſaid burn him, ſome (aid 
ſtar ve him to death: then beſpake the King : he ſhall be devoured 
by the tws PDꝛagong in the Dungeon; with that they were all con- 
tented So in the Dungeon was he caſt, but they untyed his hands 


by god ſoztune: in the Dungeon he found the Truncheon ok a 


Spear : the Dꝛagons ſeeing a Pzey, made at him very trongly, 
but he di patcht them both, and then he wag at reſt a while. 


9836 98636 9690: DIG Os, 
CHAP. VIE 
How Joſian dem anded of her Father what was beco me of Bevit. 


Ather, ſaid Joſian, where ks Sir Bevis e he replyed, he is gone 
to his Country. At this time came King Jour, intending ko 

to wed Joſian, which he obtained. And Erminegave Jour Arun- 
del and Morglay, which belonged to.Bevis. This Joſtan no wap 
could avoid: Now all this time Sevis was in Pytſon, and the 
Kepers would go yown to le him, being he had ben there the term 
of ſeven years, and fed with nothing but Bzan and Water, they 
thought he was wondzous feble, but he wos ſo freng,that he kid 


them both, being midnight, and lo got out clear, and toka Sted, 


and away he rode: now when he was gone, they quickly followed, 
and Sir Grandere mounted on J runchifiſe, overiok him: with 
that Bevis turned about, and (mote G randere un the Head; which 
blow clove him alounder down to the Girdle; then Bevis leayt off - 
his Stæd, and got upon Trunchifiſe; then he rode kozward again. 
By this time many thouſandg ok Sarazens were in purſuit after 
him, « foRowed him ſo clo{e,that he was fozeed on Tranchi$ſe back 
ta ſwim over the Kiter; and when he was come to Land, y 9 
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tery hunger he wag ready to faint; and as he rid along, he law « 
Caſtle, where a great ugly Gyant lived that was Sir Grandere's 
Bzother; thither he hyed and bounced at the Gate wich rouzed 
the Gyant out of a D:eam, and coming out, (ald, How now Fel- 
low > what art thou weary of thy life > Bow camel? thou by 
Trunchifiſe my Byothers Stad? Why, laid Bevis, as J ſerved 
thy Bother, ſo fle ſerce-thee pꝛeſently: J coine fo2 Fwd, and that 
ile have b:fo2e J go: dit thou lo, quoth the Epant ? ty Apoline 
I \w:ar, thou ſhalt win it befoze thou haſt it; J. I, ſaid Sir 
Bevis, ile Dine at thy Calle, and tiou ſhalt ſup wich the Devil : 
ſhall I fo, quoth he? and up with a migh:y Bar of Jron, and ſtruck 
at him. which blow he wonderftlly miſt, but it beat out Trunchi-- 
fiſc'g Rains: Bevis ſeeing that, nimbly leapt out of Saddle, and 
lafd upon the Gyant moſt foutly : the Epant finding that he was 
very ſtrong, with a violent koꝛte he ſtruck a Dart into his ſhoulder; 
then, in the heat of blood. he made a full blow at the Gyant, which 
parted his head from his Body: then into the Caſtel went Bevis, 
and fo:ced the Gpants Wife to taſte boty meat and dzink, and he fed 
aſter her: then into the Stable he went, and took a goodly Po:ſe, 
and rode away from thence to findout fair Jo ian, whom he dearly 
loved and it happened that he mer with a poo! Palmer, to whom 
he ſaid, Who liveth in yo der Caſtle? Marry, quoth the Pal- 
mer, there dwelleth King Jour thac-married the kair. Tady Joian; 
and is the Qu en living,, ſaid he? Pes, ür Unight, laid the pw2 
Palmer: J wilt give thee my Steed fo2 thy Weed, ſaid.he, With 
all my heart, rerlyed the Palmer, and trank pou roo:then he leaped 
off his back; and gave his Steed to the Palmer, and lo pur 
on the Palmers Meed, then he took his wap ta the Caftle, 
where he found abundance of joys moze than he lookt foz but at 
the firſt, Joan did not know him, vet fill he and ſhe. talked. ckat 
he got lo kar into J oſians favour, t hat the gave him leave to lee 
Arundel, and chen ſhe knew Sir Eevis: fox his Steed Arun⸗ 
del hearing him ſpeak, bꝛoke ſeven Chains alunder, and ꝑeigh⸗ 
ed: then Johan took-Bevis ulide into her Garden, and there 
they both concluded to be gone: Boniface. her Chamberlain was 
a truſty friend: unto her, and vowed ta kurther their Jour- 
Ney, he would do his beſt; then bald Jofian to Bevis; My 
Lozd, vou hall. ſtap about my Caſtle a while, and von ſpalb 
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| ſay to the King that you came from Jury, and that King Brad- 


win is beſieg'd by rhe King of $yrack;, and how he is like to loſe 


his Kingdom: In the mean time Ring Jour came home, and 


Bevis told him all that Joſian bid him: Why ſent he not to me, 
ſaid the King - he did lend, replyed he, but his Mellengers were 
taken by Syrack ; then Jour ſWwoze by Mahound, ht would re: 
venge his Bzothcrs w2ong ; fo with all ſpeed he raiſed an Army, 
and went ts help his Bother, and lefr Sir Graſly to rule in hig 
ſtead till his return ; Ning Jour being gone, they gave Sir Graſſy 
a flepy drink, which made tim lye like one that was dead, fo2 four 


and foꝛty hours: in the mean time, Bevis, Johan, and Boniface, 


got great Cox of Poneys, and toſtly Jewels, and then away they 
tame fe; England: and as thele thꝛæ travelled, they were (o hard 
purſued bp Sir Graiſy, that they were fozced to take fo their luc⸗ 
tour a Cave fo2 Selter ; ſo there they ſtayed all one night: Next 
mozning Sir Bevis went out to kill ſome beaſt oz other to dreſs fq2 
Joſian, fo; che was hungry: The while Bevis was ab2vad, there 
came into the Cave two dreadful Lions, which llew poo? Boniface 
and eat him; whilſt Joſian trembling with fear, the Lions went 
to her, and laid their heads in her Lap: By this time Bevis retur- 
ned to the Cave, & ſeeing the blood and bones of Boniface, won- 
d2ed at it, and entring the Cove, Joſian ſaid, good Bevis be careful, 
koz here is two Lions in the Tave with me; and they have laſn 
Boniface and eaten him: Bevis anſwered, art thou alive ? by this 
FJ knvw thou art a pure Maid. Joflan reptped, I will hold the one 
whilft thou kill the other; Gay, laid he, let them both come toge- 
ther; then Joſian ſet them at liberty, and they came full Drihe ac 
him, but be with his good Morglay, flew them both pꝛeſently, and 
fo the quarrel was ended. Then Bevis & Joſian rekłrecht themſelves 
and rode onwazd on their Journey, and ag t hey went, there met 
them Aſcapart, an ugly Gyant, who was thirty foot in length, 
and a foot between his Eye-bzows, he was byiftled like a Swine, 
and his blobber lips hung a one ſide ; and meeting, Aſcapart (aid, 
Rand, thee and thy Lady muſt along with me; Not ſo, ſaid Bevis, 
thou ſpalt have but one of us, fo I will try my Manhosd with tice 
grft, and if you get the day, take it and welcome; Then Joſian 
held Arundel whilft hefought with Aſcapart 3 the fight continued 
a long time, pet Bevis avoiding his heavy blows, gabe Aſcapart 
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| many a wound, made himroas excreamly : and being mad, he laid 
| at him with his cxuelSar, thinking fog to beat out hisByaing, but 
| „ vith that froke his foot flipt, and down he fell ; Bevis would have 
ſmote eff his Head, but Joan being piftiful, ſaid, Do not ſo, ler 
him go wifhs : Lady, ſald Bevis, he may betray us: Bo all my 
Gods, ſaid \ſcaput, I ſwear it thou wilt (ave my life, J will be 
true to thee and thy Lads, and do-you what ſervice I can? Then. 
riſe and live, ſaid Bevis: So Bevis and Joſian mounten Arundel, 
and away they rode, with Aſcapart by their fide, till they tame to 
the Sen, where they found many Sarazens and a Ship bound fo 
Chriſtendom, but the Sirazens. woulv not ferry them to the Ship; 
then Bevis and Aſcapart made great laughter among them, and 
| killed a bundante of them -then-ſaid Aſcapart let me alone, Iwill 
carry.p9u to the Ship, Yozſe and all: fo he took the Hozſe under 
hig Arm, with Bevis andJoſian and waded to the Ship, where they 
had welcome, and ſo ſailed into the Land ok Colen, where dwelt 
a Biſhop that was Bevis's Kinſman, whos bad them very Wel: 
tome; and after much diſcourſe, the Biſhop ſaid; What Country 
Lady is this? Bevis-anſwered the Bing of Almonies Daughter, 
| and ſhe would become a Chzſtian fo2 my ſake. And what ill favour⸗ 
| ed Lubber is this, ſaid rhe Bithop ? He is my Page, ſaid he, and 
Joſian and he would fain be chziſtened ;- this Lubber is to big ts 
| be carriedby a Midwike to the Font, ſaid the Biſhop ; that is true 
quoth Sir Bevis. But in the tnd ]$11an was chꝛiſtened by the Bi- 
Hop, and Aſcapart had a Font made on purpoſe ts be chziſtened 
. in that was very large; but when he came to be chziſtened, Dut 
Devil, quoth Aſcapart, thou wilt mench me, J am too big to be 
ch1iRened-by thee, and leapt over the Font, and away he went. 
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| CHAP. VII. 
How Bevis ſlew a dreadful Dragon, and what after chanced. 


T3 Evis being in bed, heard a Knigha cry, Rot, J Not, at which 
Cad noi e Bevis wondꝛed: and tie nert mozning he asked what 
was the-cauce of that noiſe: He was & night, ſald tley, that com: 
ing thꝛough the ſtreet the D2agon met with and tat her Wenome 
upon him, whereof he rotted and dyed, da here is that Dragon? 
ſaid Bevis; Not far from this place, (a'd they, Then Bevis 
called Aſcapart to go with him, and Aſcapart was very willing. 
So together they went, and when they came ntar the plate where 
the Dꝛagan was, they heard the dzeadkulleſt welt that ever was: 
What Devil is that, quoth Aſcapart- It is the Dꝛagon, 
kald Bevis : we Mall (ce him anon. Fle go no further, . 
capart, if ſhe rears ſo loud befoze we come to her, what wm 
d) wen we fight with her? Fear not, faid Bevis, we will teach 


her how to bold her Tongue, Marry, teach her thy ſelf, kaid 
Aſcapart, 
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Aſcapart, fo J will go back again: then farewel, ſaſd Bevis, J 
will gs my ſelf; ſo kozward went Beyis, 4 backward went Aſca- 
part, Bevls coming near her Den, ſhe made fozth, but never was 
luch a D2agon ſeen in the wozld as this was, from her Head to 
Tail was full fozty foot, her Scales gliſtered as bright as Siltec, 
and hard as Fliut ; have-at thy Devils face; ſaid Bevis and out he 
drew his good Morglay,c on the Dragon laid, but her Sta leg was 
lo hard, his Swozd cry d twang, e neber entred then the Wagon 

Be vis to the giound, æ up he got again: but ſbe came on ſo 
fiercely that Bevis went back, & by chance ken into a dell elle the 
Dragon dad deffroy'd him; it leems the Well was holy water, Et 
no venomnt might come within ſeven foot of it: there Bevis rekte⸗ 
ſhed himtelk, + drank of che 2Mater ; and recovering hig ſtzengeh, 
to the Þ1agon he went again to have the other bour; but the Ma- 
gon allailev him 0 ſs2e that Bevis was afraid he ſhould have loſt 
his life, yet with a valiant heart he todd to her ſtoutly: the D2a- 
gon finding him lo trong bulkr a Gallon of her Uenome upon him, 
which fell d him dead to the ground, e his Armour burſtk all to pie⸗ 
ces ; the Dꝛagon ſeeing he lay ſo ſtill, ſhe turned him with her tail, 
that he tumbled into the Well, andthe water thereof expelledcle. 
Wenome, and made himCcelf ſafe and ſound again; then he was a 
joyful man, and ſet upon the D2zagon again: and when they hay 
lought a long time, the Dzagon would have been gone, and think- 
ing to raiſe ber ſeif, li ted up her wings abe at thee uow, ſaiy 
Bevis; and with one ſound blow hitting her under the wing, pier⸗ 
ted her to the heart; with that he guve ſuch a try, which made te 
earth tremble-; the being dead, Bevis beheaded her, and put it upon 
his ſpear, and ſo rode home: 4 when rhe people ſaw him coming, 
they gave a great ſhout, as at a Kings Cozonation & all the bells 
in the Town did ring, and all manner ok Wulick play d befoze 
Bevis, as he rode thzough the Town, where with great Joy his 
Uncle recieved him. | 


C | Chap. 


The Gallant Hiſtor y of | 


CHAP. IX. 


How Zeus raiſed an Army againſt Sir Auxdure.... 


Nt Bevis was willing to give der Travel, and lee to:get-- 
. own Inherit ente; he therek ne got an hundzed Aaliant 
Souldierg of his Uncle, and a into England, and landed near 
r and ſent a Knight unto Sir Murdore, to tell 
bi, tha: a untght of Altazin, hearing of his traubles, was tome 
to aid and all. him agajnſt Sir Sabre : the Knight having told 
his Mellage, Sit Murdure.defired to ſee him: Bevis knowing 
— . *. Caffle-; Hir Murdure and his wife bid bim 
| ard. lap Bere, n Ren me; 5 
Gena and Jhear A 44 
. wen to help 
ks, fl Sir Murdure; I yo 1 5 
m 1 (uy Bevis 3) 98 an 


fries, to beh they went, and 

wird an things fitting fo; ſervice. Ships being nit 
purpole, thep took their leaves of Sir Murdure ann 2 
— "ati and ſailed to rhe. * of Wight, where 2 Sabere | 
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CHA p. X. 
How a Knight Wedded fair Joſian in Coler, againſt Ler Wilt, 
and what after befell. 
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the was tery glad to hear from her deareſt Friend: co the gave the 


Bearer & great reward. & ſent Aſcapart with bim, not thinking 
me to the Caſtle, Aſcapart 
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married joſtan, © attr wards went to — homage to King Edgar, 
who was exceeding joyful to ſee Bevis, c made him Tod Parchal 


woe he chould dye l 
baniSed the And fo Bevis furrendꝛed up all his whole Eftare rs 


Sir Bevis of Southampton. 


the Caſtle, & put him in aCauldzon-of boyling:Pirch and Bzim- 
one; the Almain Army fled, and the King of England with his 
Foꝛtes run away, Sir Murdure*s Lady ſæing this, ew her ſell 
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of England : the Ring a ſon would have-bonght Arundel, butgevis 
would not ſell him for gold nor Alver: chen the Þ1ince would rake 
bim by fo:ce ; but conting! into*the-Stable, Arundel heat out hig 
B1aing: The B ing hearing was in wꝛath with Bevis, ard 
was concluded, he would on ly be 


Bir Sabere, and took Joſian, Terry, and Aſcapart along with him. 
And 
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And as they went; 2; then were they 
x He was delivered:fo Terry 


- the was delivered, Aſcapart tame ta Joſian, andcarried Her away : 
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after many bloody trove on. boch tides, King Jour — * bis 
Arm Was wholly vanquißed: Bevis then putting on the Armour 
of N. Jour, rode to the Klee — — was — 
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